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FEBRUARY 2022                     NEWSLETTER NO. 1                                                     

     President’s Message                   

I hope you all have had a nice break over the festive season, doesn’t it seem so 
long ago. 
 
I don’t have much to report as the year is just starting, but I have received a few 
invitations, the most important one being a reception at Government House, 
Victoria, to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen on Thursday  
3 February 2022 at 6.00 pm. 
 
The second one is a Veteran Expo that was organised for 2021. It is going ahead 
again at the Warragul RSL in 2022 but due to COVID a possible date will be in 
May.  
 
I have been in touch with the Seaford RSL to see if they will be going ahead with 
their Expo, but as yet no reply. 
 
I am hoping that this year we will be able to have our meetings face to face and 
that includes Open Arms, and the DCCF (Deputy Commissioner Victoria & Ex-
Service Organisation Consultative Forum). 
 
I have been in touch with our MLA office for Frankston; they have agreed to print 
our newsletters for those P.V.A. members who do not have access to email. We 
will now look at the cost of postage.  
 
This year I am hoping to get out and meet with Sub-Branches around Victoria. 
 

Cheryl Myers O.A.M. 

State President 
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P.V.A. Support Line 

1300 553 835 

Your link to support, 

friendship, Information and 

understanding – 

Call us-(*Local call cost only 

from a landline) 

 

 

 

 
Click on Membership if you wish to join 

 

     Did You Know? 
 

 

P.V.A. Victoria have accredited 

Wellbeing Advocates 

They will assist in matters regarding 

wellbeing or welfare. They are partners 

of veterans so understand concerns 

you might experience.  If you or 

someone you know needs advice, ring 

1300 553 835.  

For more information on becoming a 

Wellbeing Advocate (training is free), 

ring Cheryl, 0409 962 545.  

 

 

 

 

P.V.A. Victoria now has a 

newsletter 4 times a year. 

This is in conjunction with the national 

PVA News magazine produced in July 

and December; the website, 

pva.org.au, which has a Victoria state 

webpage; and the closed Victorian 

Facebook page. 

Each of these forms of communication 

serve the purpose of keeping our 

members connected and informed. 

As this is the first newsletter it has room 

for improvement. We value your 

feedback.  

Email: vicsecretary@pva.org.au -

ATTENTION: Newsletter Feedback 

 

mailto:vicsecretary@pva.org.au
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Rapid Antigen Tests 

This is a 3 month program – starting 

24 January 2022 ending 30 April 

2022. 

If you have a valid: Pensioner 

Concession card; Commonwealth 

Senior Health Care card; - Health Care 

Card (including Low Income Health 

Care card); or - Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs Gold, White or Orange 

cards – you can access up to 10 Rapid 

Antigen Tests through participating 

community pharmacies, at no cost. No 

more than five tests can be accessed in 

any month. It is advised to contact 

participating pharmacies in your area to 

see if supplies are available.  

 

Carers Victoria members 

can now get reduced-price 

accommodation in picturesque 

Tootgarook on the Mornington 

Peninsula at the Happiness First Carers 

Cottage. The little blue cottage is only a 

five minute walk to local cafes and the 

beach - the perfect place to recharge 

after a busy year. 

 

To find out how you can express your 

interest in the reduced rates, please 

email 

membership@carersvictoria.org.au 

 

News from 

the Sub -

Branches 

 

 
 
 
MELTON: Our Christmas Luncheon 
was held at the Melton Country Club on 
14th December.  
We had 16 people attending for a 2 
course Christmas lunch. The table was 
festively decorated. Everyone enjoyed 
their time. The food was once again 
outstanding. 
At this stage we are not sure whether 
our meeting will be held in January. I 
am currently awaiting to hear whether 
the venue will allow meetings to be 
held. Once again, it may have to be 
postponed due to Omicron and Delta 
Coronavirus. Members will be informed 
by phone and at the same time we will 
be doing a welfare check. Our AGM is 
on hold due to COVID. We have an 
extension of 3 months. 
 

BENDIGO: Bendigo Branch has been 
very quiet over the Christmas break. 
We started with a lovely Christmas 
lunch, which our State Secretary Joy, 
attended. We have continued to meet 
once a week at Rex Café, Market Place 
Bendigo. All, bar one member is in good 
health, and trying to keep cool during 
the hot weather. 
We will try and have a meeting in 
February, depending on Covid. We 
have nothing planned at this point, 
again due to Covid, but hopefully we will 
be able to do something in the near 
future. 
In the meantime, most members are 
staying at home, and only going out 
when necessary. 
We are saddened to report the passing 
of Margaret Dodd who was a member 
from April 2002. 
 
 

mailto:membership@carersvictoria.org.au?subject=HappinessFirst%20Carers%20Cottage


4 
 

FRANKSTON: Frankston Branch was 
able to hold a Christmas lunch at 
Legacy House, Mt. Eliza in December 
and this went really well with 25 
members attending. We had a 
Christmas Roast lunch, door prizes and 
hampers. All the ladies had a wonderful 
day and we were pleased to be able to 
get together and give them something 
to enjoy. 
We held a committee meeting on 17/1. 
This was to formulate what 2022 will 
look like for us as much as we can. 
Discussions were held around having a 
City Escape as well as a country trip 
each being for two or three nights. We 
have also organized all our meeting and 
lunch dates for the year. 
Hopefully, we can get in a few day trips 
as well and will wait until our first 
meeting on 14/2 to discuss with the 
members where they would like to go 
during the year. 
We had two new members attend and 
join during our Christmas lunch which 
takes our total members to 41. This is 
very pleasing and we hope they enjoy 
their time with us. 
 
GEELONG/LARA: Geelong was 
pleased to receive a grant from the 
Geelong Community Fund. This money 
is to support an event to promote P.V.A. 
in Geelong/Lara and surrounding 
areas. A date will be decided at the next 
meeting in February. Members got 
together for a coffee morning in January 
and our first SB meeting will be on 21 
February. We were pleased to welcome 
our new SB member Marie Clancy.  
  
KILMORE: Kilmore Coffee group had a 
Christmas breakup in December at 
Trackside in Kilmore, lots of laughs and 
chatter with a very nice meal. It was 
good to see Rhonda Austin back on her 
feet after her knee op. We are not 
having a coffee morning this month but 
hope things have settled down for us to 
get together in February. 

This week I had the pleasure 

and privilege to represent 

Victoria P.V.A members at a 

reception at Government 

House to mark the Platinum 

Jubilee of Her Majesty the 

Queen.  

 

There was around 200 people from all 

different groups attending the night 

and it was quite interesting having a 

chat to them finding out who they were 

and telling them about our Association. 

I am hoping through this we might get 

the opportunity to become better 

known. 

 The Honourable Linda Dessau AC 
Governor of Victoria then entered the 
room and gave a short speech on how 
the Queen was thrust into the position 
and how she promised faithfully to 
serve her nation for the term of her life. 
I know we have all heard this story 
before but imagine these days any 
young person aged 25 promising their 
life away to serve, apart from military 
personnel I don’t think there would be 
many takers. 
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I was lucky enough to be able to take 
my husband Les and his assistance 
dog Pepper, well Pepper stole the 
show all the guests wanted to find out 
about her, and the Governor was quite 
amused when Pepper was introduced 
first, her comment was she was glad to 
see the introductions were done in the 
correct order, Pepper, myself and the 
Les. 
 
Due to the numbers of people around 
we didn’t have a long chat with the 
Governor, but she was interested in 
who I represented and passed me 
over to a Navy officer who I spoke with 
about P.V.A., so I am hoping 
something more might come out of 
this.  

 
 
It was quite funny as by the time we 
had finished talking to her (Navy 
Officer) the guests had all gone and 
ours was the only car in the grounds a 
very lonely sight.   
 
All in all, it was a good night 
 
Cheryl Myers OAM 
Victoria President 

 

How to get proof of 
vaccination as a family 

 

From 11:59pm 15 December, 
individuals under 18 years of age are no 
longer required to show proof of 
vaccination, or a medical exemption to 
gain entry to businesses and venues in 
Victoria. You can still access and keep 
a record of your vaccination status, 
even if there is no requirement to show 
proof of vaccination. 

You can now add the COVID-19 digital 
certificates of other people on your 
Medicare account to your Service 
Victoria app. It’s another easy way to 
show the vaccination status of your 
family or other dependents you care for 
when you check in. 

If someone can add their own COVID-
19 digital certificate to their own device 
and check in, they should. 

Only add someone else’s certificate to 
your Service Victoria app if you already 
have access to their COVID-19 digital 
certificate through Medicare and if they 
can’t add it to their own device. 

The Service Victoria app is just one way 
to show your proof of vaccination. It 
makes it easy to check in and show 
your proof at the same time. 

Other people prefer to use a hard copy 
print out of their COVID-19 vaccination 
certificate. You can get this from myGov 
or from the Australian Immunisation 
Register. To see ways to show proof of 
vaccination as an individual, see 'Proof 
of vaccination for individuals' above. 

 

http://www.my.gov.au/
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/australian-immunisation-register
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/australian-immunisation-register
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       DVA TV 

DVA TV will raise awareness of the 
support and services we offer. It will 
also share veterans’ stories, and 
commemorate and recognise their 
service to our nation. 

Content on DVA TV will range from 
information about accessing support 
from DVA, recognition of 
commemorative events and veteran’s 
stories, and important announcements 
from the Department. 

Over time, DVA TV will create an 
important archive for our nation by 
collecting the stories of veterans for 
future generations, told by the veterans 
themselves. 

DVA TV is a resource for the veteran 
community and we welcome feedback 
and ideas on content we can produce 
for the channel. 

If you have a story you would like to 
share, get in touch with our 
Communications team by emailing 
communications@dva.gov.au 

DVA TV is hosted on YouTube 
at:youtube.com/DVATVAus 

 

 

 

Zucchini & Sweet Corn 

Fritters 

¾ cup SR flour 

½ cup milk 

1 egg 

1 zucchini, grated 

1 cup frozen corn kernels 

Oil for frying 

 

Sift flour, make a well in the 

middle. Whisk together milk 

and egg. Pour into well. Mix 

to combine. Add grated 

zucchini,  sweetcorn, salt 

and pepper. Let rest for 15 

minutes. 

Heat small amount of oil or 

oil spray to fry pan. When 

hot, add ¼ cup of mixture 

for each fritter. Cook 

approximately 3 at a time.  

Cook until golden brown on 

one side. Flip to cook  other 

side.  

Serve with tzatziki as a light 

lunch with a small salad.  

 

 

mailto:communications@dva.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/DVATVAus
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National Board 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Herman and Cheryl Myers, 

OAM (Victoria State President) 

are P.V.A. Victoria elected 

National Board Directors.  

 
Their role as directors is to be the 
communication channel between the 
state and the national board. They 
bring to the table issues that are 
relevant and affect members of P.V.A. 
but also affect all partners/spouses 
and the families of veterans. 
 
The directors on the national board 
aspire to speak with ‘one voice’ and 
work as a team. 
 
It is often asked, “What is P.V.A.? 
What do they do?” Besides being 
tremendous support for one another 
and cementing life-long friendships 
with people that understand, P.V.A. 
has a national board that lobbies the 
government of the day to make 
changes which affect partners/spouses 
and families. There have been many 
achievements. They remain committed 
to having the voice of the partner 
heard. 
 
A report will be in this newsletter, 
starting in the next edition, keeping 
you up to date on current issues.  

 

Notice of Exciting 

Upcoming Event 

by Geelong/Lara 

Sub-branch 

 

Details will be announced 

soon. Look for their new 

banner. 
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P.V.A. VICTORIA 

BRANCH INC. 

AREA CONTACTS 
Patriotic Fund W 542 ABN:51914348010 National 

Patron: Her Excellency Lady Crosgrove 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 829 Melton Vic 3337 

www.pva.org.au 

 

 

State President 

Cheryl Myers OAM -0409 962 545 
Email: vicpresident@pva.org.au 

 

Vice-President 
Sherold Kelleher – 0417 571 656 

dasher_03@bigpond.com 

 

Vice-President 

Rhon Tempest – 0410 566 709 
r.tempest@bigpond.com 

 

State Secretary 
Joy Herman -0409 343 950 

Email: joy.herman49@gmail.com 

 

State Treasurer 
Robin Turner – 0417 499 599 

robin.turner@bigpond.com 
 

Committee Members 

Rhon Tempest 

Chris Burgess 

 

SUB-BRANCH DELEGATES 

Bendigo 

Sherold Kelleher - 0417 571 656 
Dasher_03@bigpond.com 

 

Frankston 
Rhon Tempest 

r.tempest@bigpond.com  
Lyn Westhead - 0408 122 802 

 

Melton 
Chris Burgess - 0415806866 

christine.1955@live.com 
  

West Gippsland 

Lyn Latimer – 0407 995 902 
miklynrhi@dcsi.net.au 

 

Geelong/Lara 
Robin Turner – 0417 499 599 

robin.turner@bigpond.com 
 

Kilmore 

Sue Meldrum - 03 57833923  
Rhonda Austin – 0417 038 155 

 

WIMMERA GROUP  
Christine Dumesny – 0428 324 953 

Email: cedumesny@netconnect.com.au 

 

 
 

Scan the QR code to visit the 
Victorian webpage on pva.org.au 

 

 
 

 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is produced for 

the membership of The Partners of Veterans 

Association of Australia Inc. and its State 

Branches. It is written in good faith from 

sources believed to be accurate at the time of 

writing. However, readers should not act, nor 

refrain from acting, solely based on 

information contained in this newsletter on  

any matter. 

 

Printed courtesy of Peta Murphy PM for Dunkley 
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